-For Immediate Release-

Congress Honors EyeCare America’s 25 Year Milestone
Program Connects Those in Need with Volunteer Eye M.D.s


SAN FRANCISCO (October 8, 2010) – The House Tuesday passed a resolution (H. Res. 1226) sponsored by Reps. Gene Green, D-Texas, and Ed Whitfield, R-Ky., recognizing the 25th anniversary of EyeCare America, a public service program of the Foundation of the American Academy of Ophthalmology. Rep. Michael Burgess, R-Texas, one of 106 resolution cosponsors, praised the work of ophthalmologists and EyeCare America on the House floor. In June the Senate passed a similar resolution introduced by Sens. Ben Nelson, D-Neb., and Johnny Isakson, R-Ga.
“Vision impairment and eye disease are major public health issues. Seventy-eight million Baby Boomers will begin turning 65 in 2011 and will be at greater risk for aging eye conditions,” said ophthalmologist Richard P. Mills, chair of EyeCare America. “With these resolutions, Congress recognizes the significant impact ophthalmologists play in preventing unnecessary blindness in their communities.”

Both resolutions commend EyeCare America’s nearly 7,000 volunteer ophthalmologists for their work to ensure that eye health is not neglected. Since its inception in 1985, the program has helped more than 1.5 million patients.

###

About EyeCare America
Founded in 1985, EyeCare America, a public service program of the Foundation of the American Academy of Ophthalmology, is committed to the preservation of sight, accomplishing its mission through public service and education. EyeCare America’s public service programs provide eye care services to the medically underserved and for those at increased risk for eye disease through its corps of 7,000 volunteer ophthalmologists dedicated to serving their communities.  More than 90 percent of the care made available is provided with no out-of-pocket cost to the patients. It is the largest program of its kind in American medicine. Since its inception EyeCare America has helped more than one and a half million people, received five commendations from US presidents and a US Senate resolution. 

EyeCare America is a non-profit organization whose success is made possible through charitable contributions from individuals, foundations and corporations. More information can be found at: www.eyecareamerica.org 
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NOTE TO EDITORS AND PRODUCERS: High-resolution images and b-roll as well as interviews with EyeCare America spokespeople available upon request.

